Star Party Etiquette
1.   Don’t use white lights! Use RED light sparingly. If for some reason you MUST use a white light, shout out a warning.  Give them the chance to close shutters & eyes!

2.   Each person should have a red flashlight for use at the site. It is easy to modify a regular flashlight by covering the lens with a red filter. Red construction paper, red fabric, red cellophane (thick layers), or red tape works great to make filters. Always keep lights, even red ones, pointed downwards!
3.   Drive very slowly to avoid accidents and kicking up dust.

4.   Park away from the viewing field if you arrive after dark or expect to leave before dawn. A good idea is to back your vehicle in at the start of the evening so that when you leave, you can pull straight out rather then having to back up.

5.   Never touch anyone else’s equipment without asking first & never touch ANY glass optical surface.

6.   Avoid loud & boisterous behavior. Stargazing is a quiet, peaceful activity. Children should be supervised to insure you do not wind up paying for some expensive equipment (or personal injury!)

7.   If you want to listen to music, either keep the volume down or wear headphones.

8.   Watch your step. Be especially careful of wires on the ground. If your scope requires power try to make the wires as safe as possible.

9.   If you set up a telescope, be sure to put it several feet away from your closest neighbor. Many people need room for star chart tables, chairs, power supplies, cables…and especially for long lines at the eyepiece.

10.   Astrophotography/CCD imagining is an increasingly popular hobby of club members, and many will set up their equipment at the star parties. Be sure to check around you before flashing your red lights, opening your car doors, or using any running lights on your car when leaving so you don’t inadvertently ruin someone’s once in-a-lifetime 45-minute exposure at the 42-minute mark!

11.   Smoking- smokers should stay downwind of non-smokers and their telescopes. Just because you're outdoors doesn’t mean your smoke isn’t annoying. Remember smoke sticks to glass.

12.   Alcohol- If you do drink (at a party that allows it) make sure you don’t violate the “loud and boisterous” rule. And be aware that alcohol may adversely affect your night vision, body temperature and ability to drive home safely.

13.   Quiet time is until Noon some people have had a long night.
14.   Don’t litter, pack-it-in pack-it-out! If you do litter you volunteered for clean-up duty!
